
 
 

Section 106 Community Facilities Grant Scheme 
Guidance Notes 

 
Please read these guidance notes carefully before c ompleting the application form 

 
We are committed to acknowledging the full diversity of our community and to promoting equality of 

opportunity for everyone in policy making, service delivery, employment practice, regulation and enforcement. 
 

This form can be made available in large print, Bra ille, tape format or in any 
other language on request 

 
What is the Section 106 Community Facilities Grant Scheme? 
 
Section 106 (S106) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, allows a Local Planning Authority to seek 
contributions from developers through the planning application process towards the cost of providing services 
and infrastructure, the need for which arises as a result of the new development. 
 
Part of the S106 monies sought from developers can be spent on new community facilities, or upgrading 
community facilities in the local area. With new development comes additional pressure on existing facilities, 
and S106 monies can in part offset this pressure. The facilities that benefit from these monies will therefore 
be in the same local area as the development. These S106 monies are available to projects that can 
evidence the additional demands placed on a local facility as a result of the development, and can evidence 
that the existing facility cannot meet these additional demands. It is vital that this evidence is supplied 
otherwise developers could reclaim the contribution if spent on projects unrelated to the development. 
 
S106 contributions are negotiated with developers through the planning application process, and are received 
at a specified point within the development. Applications from local groups will be invited when West Devon 
Borough Council has had receipt of the S106 Community Facilities contribution for a particular development 
from the developer. 
 
We will look at the need for the works you want to carry out, how many people will benefit and the level of 
demand within the community. Without strong evidence of community support and need, applications will not 
be successful.  
 
 
Who is eligible to apply? 
 
- The Grant Scheme is open to all community based groups that are not for private  profit making,  

have a constitution (or governing document) and bank account.  
-  Groups must be based in the locality and their work must benefit that local community. 
-  Town and Parish Councils are eligible to apply for funding.  
 
-  Businesses and individuals are not eligible for funding.  
-  Projects that seek to promote religious beliefs are not  eligible for funding.  
-  Funds will not  be used for new facilities or to improve existing assets that are owned by religious  

organisations.  
-  Schools are not  eligible to apply for funding. 
-  Applications from regional/national charities will not  be considered. 



 
 
What type of project is eligible? 
 
The Grant Scheme can only support capital projects. These S106 monies cannot be used for revenue costs. 
 
The Grant Scheme is open to projects where the new development generating the S106 funding has 
contributed to the need for new or improved facilities. Only projects which can demonstrate the additional 
demands placed on a facility as a result of the development, and evidence the extent to which the facility 
cannot meet these additional demands will receive support. 
 
Projects based within the same Parish as the development will be given priority. If a project is within an 
immediately neighbouring Parish it is eligible for an application, provided it can be clearly demonstrated that 
the new development contributes to the need for the new or improved facility.  
 
Examples of Community Facility projects include: 
 
-  New play areas or new equipment to improve existing areas.  
 
-  Sports facilities including equipment or extensions to buildings.  
 
-  New Community Centres/Village Halls, or upgrades and extensions to enable the  

Centres/Halls to consolidate or provide more facilities/activities.   
 
-  Creation of new open spaces for public enjoyment and recreation.  
 
- Creation of public art.  
 
- Purchase of land for sports/community facilities where development will follow immediately.   
 
-  Creation of allotments for use by the community. 
 
-  Creation of workspace for use by charities/community enterprises. 
 
 
What do I need to consider in my application? 
 
Applicants will need to consider the points detailed below. A strong application will give clear evidence to 
addresses each of these issues 
 
The application should: 

 
-  Show how the need for the project relates to the development that generated the S106 funding. This  

might be due to a direct impact on loss of previous facilities, or a pressure from increased local 
population. Evidence of the additional demand resulting from the development, how existing facilities 
cannot meet this demand, and showing how the proposed project will meet this demand are 
essential. 

 
-  Evidence clearly that the community both need and support the project. This could be through  

inclusion in a recent Parish Plan, community consultation events, or through letters of support. 
 
-  Show the number and range of beneficiaries of the project. Include existing users of facilities, and  

expected future beneficiaries. Facilities open to the general public with no membership restrictions 
are likely to receive priority.  

 
-  Where relevant show that alternatives to the project have been considered, and state why this  

project was the preferred approach. 
 
 



-  Provide written evidence of support from the Town or Parish Council. Applicants should also  
approach the Town or Parish Council for a contribution to the project, and make reference to the 
outcome. 

 
- Show that the project has been designed to benefit the local community for the long term, limiting its  

impact on the environment and using resources efficiently. The following checklist can be used to 
check how a project meets this vision. While a project will not tick every box, the list may stimulate 
ideas about how to ensure the project is as sustainable as possible.   

 
Environment – does the project: 
 
   �   Promote renewable energy 
   �   Contribute to efficient use of energy and water  
   �   Promote reduce, reuse, recycling of waste 
   �   Minimise pollution 
   �   Use land in a way that complements the Borough’s landscape and features 
   �   Protect or increase biodiversity 
   �   Reduce the need for car, van and lorry journeys 
   �   Encourage walking, cycling or public transport 
   �   Take into account possible impacts of climate change 
 
Social – does the project: 
 
   �   Demonstrate direct involvement and support from local communities  
   �   Involve young people and children where appropriate 
   �   Enable thriving communities, promoting community spirit, health and diversity 
   �   Offer a facility, service or product that is accessible to all 
   �   Create new opportunities for learning or training 
   �   Provide opportunities for recreation, art, culture and heritage  
   �   Aim to safeguard and promote people’s physical and mental well-being 
   �   Consider in its design, the environment, infrastructure and community 
   �   Take into account its impact on other communities/nations (e.g. Fair-trade)   
 
Economic – does the project: 
 
   �   Increase local economic activity using local goods and services 
   �   Have the goods and services been produced using sustainable methods 
   �   Increase employment and training, supporting the needs of the local workforce 
   �   Enable local needs to be met locally, supporting local economies 
   �   Promote community support for the local economy 
 
Long Term  
 
   �   Does the project take a long-term perspective, taking into account the needs of   
          future generations as well as our own? 
 
 
How much can be applied for? 
 
The S106 Grant Scheme can contribute up to one-half of the project costs. Contributions will not exceed this 
contribution rate, as it is important that this S106 money reaches its full potential, where possible by drawing 
in external funding. Community fundraising for a project is one way of demonstrating local support and shows 
commitment towards a goal. In addition there are a range of other external funding sources that fund 
community facility projects.  
 
It is important to note that when assessing applications, one of the criteria used will be the value for money for 
the S106 Grant Schemes contribution. Applicants seeking a low contribution rate, where high proportions of 
external funding are already in place will be favoured, as this will enable the S106 Grant Scheme to stretch 
further and achieve more benefits for your local community. 



 
Applicants to the S106 Grant Scheme cannot apply for other West Devon Borough Council grants for the 
same project. 
 
Revenue components of a project are not eligible as part of total project costs under this Fund, and in-kind 
volunteer hours cannot be counted as match funding. 
 
For advice about other local and national funding sources please contact the Countryside and Community 
Projects Officer on 01822 813701. 
 
 
How will my application be assessed? 
 
Applications will be considered against the criteria listed above. The application will be summarised and a 
recommendation made to the local Ward Member/s, Head of Assets and the Head of Finance & Audit. Where 
a decision cannot be reached, and for applications of over £30,000 a report will be taken to the Resources 
Committee which meets every 2 to 3 months. Applicants will be notified shortly after the Committee meetings. 
Applicants should be aware that it can take up to 3 months for a decision, given the fixed timetable of 
Committee meetings.   
 
Please note support of the local Parish/Town Council is necessary for all projects. 
 
If successful how do I claim the grant? 
 
Grants will be paid retrospectively on completion of the project or stages of the project. Grants will not be paid 
in advance of expenditure. 
 
Applications for work that has already started or equipment that has already been ordered will not be 
considered. 
 
 
What should I include with the application? 
 
We will expect you to have gained all the necessary consents and approvals for the work prior to submitting 
an application. 
 
We will expect you to have obtained 2 independent and competitive estimates for the work you intend to carry 
out.  Please include these with your application indicating which one you intend accepting. 
 
Groups should include a copy of their constitution (or governing document). 
 
Evidence of other confirmed grant offers, or copy of your accounts if using your groups funding to match fund 
the contribution.  
 
Evidence of support from the Town or Parish Council – this can be financial or written. 
 
 
 
Please telephone the Countryside and Community Proj ects Officer on 01822 813701 if you would like 
to discuss your application further. 
 
We look forward to receiving your application.  


